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Ponds are miniature biodiversity 
hotspots, sporting varied and diverse 
aquatic habitats that are full of life. In fact, 
30 percent of global standing surface water 
is found in ponds and ponds are key refuges 
for a number of endangered and threatened 
species. So, ponds sound like great spots species. So, ponds sound like great spots 
for wildlife, right? So why not make your 
own? Still not convinced? Below is a 
concise explanation that will hopefully 
persuade you to make your own.

1. Clear your site. Remove any vegetation or debris. Any turf removed can be saved as it might come 
in handy once the pond is made. 2. Mark out the pond using spray paint, string or sand. Make it as 
large as possible as the final pond will be a bit smaller. Also try and make the edge varied, as this 
adds interest and potential varied habitat. 3. Dig the pond. Some sides need to slope gradually. At 
least a part of the pond should be over 60cm deep. 4. Level off the pond. Using rocks and soil dug 
from the pond, make the pond level. Check the level using a long piece of wood and spirit level.

The importance of ponds
1. Ponds support meta-populations for many aquatic species including amphibians and wetland plants. 
They are extremely important on a landscape scale, contributing to as much biodiversity as lakes and 
rivers. But, they also act as stepping-stones by increasing connectivity between other freshwater habitats.

2. Ponds are culturally important in many ways. From their historical and archaeological value to 
ensuring a link between people and wildlife, ponds offer an educational and recreational resource as ensuring a link between people and wildlife, ponds offer an educational and recreational resource as 
well as a valuable place for conservation research to take place.

3. Ponds also have an economic value by providing us with ecosystem services such as water resources 
management and tackling climate change in the form of carbon sequestration. They are now beginning 
to be recognised as a valuable resource in agri-tourism as locations for wildlife watching and 
low-intensity fishing.

 Howto make a wildlife pond

Pond dipping is not only great fun, but you also 
learn about all the amazing creatures that make 
their home in your local pond.

You will need

• Spray paint, rope or sand 
• Spade
• Shovel
• Piece of wood and spirit level 
• Tape measure
•• Newspaper, old carpet or pond underlay
• Polythene or butyl rubber pond liner 

Preparing your wildlife pond
A general rule of thumb for any pond is: the bigger the 
better. Bigger ponds have more space for a variety of 
aquatic and terrestrial habitats. Choosing your site is 
very important. A warm south facing, sunny site is ideal 
for wildlife. You want to keep away from trees as 
leaves can clog up your pond.
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5. Line the pond. A protective layer is needed under the pond liner. You can use newspaper, old 
carpet or pond underlay. Line the pond with your pond liner over the top, leaving plenty of spare 
hanging over the edges. 6. Fill the pond. Before filling the pond with water, add some of the soil you 
removed earlier. This weighs it down, but also protects the liner from breaking down as quickly in the 
sunlight. Fill with water. It’s best to use rainwater collected in containers. 7. Remove excess. Once 
the pond is filled and the liner has settled any extra liner around the edges can be removed. 8. Stock 
the pond. Use native plant species from other garden ponds or a garden centre.

 How

Watch the video. 
Either visit 
EcoSapien.org or scan 
the QR code opposite 

To estimate the size of your pond liner use the follow-
ing calculation: Length of liner = Length of pond plus 
2 x its depth and add 10%. Width of liner = Width of 
pond plus 2 x its depth and add 10%

TOP TIP

Filling your wildlife pond
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Invasive plant species
Introducing invasive non-native plants 
to ponds can cause big environmental 
problems. Difficult to control and fast 
to spread, the impacts of invasive 
species can be extensive and irreversspecies can be extensive and irrevers-
ible. Sounds bad doesn’t it? Well the 
simple solution is not to introduce 
invasive non-native species to your 
pond.  To help you we have compiled 
a few photos of the worst plant foes. 

Invasive plant photographs by Marie-Lan Nguyen, Ashley Balsam Baz, Alvesgaspar and Forrest and Kim Starr

Threats to Ponds
1. Unfortunately we have lost up to 90% of ponds in some countries, particularly in Western Europe.

2. The situation is made worse by water pollution in remaining ponds. This is caused by excessive nutrient, sediment 
and pesticide loading from intensive agriculture and modern farming practices.

3. Ponds as not particularly well protected under European and International legislation. One of the main problems is 
that there is little scientific research for appropriate management and conservation of ponds.

For a more detailed explanation of the importance of ponds, have a look at the European Pond Conservation Network’s For a more detailed explanation of the importance of ponds, have a look at the European Pond Conservation Network’s 
Pond Manifesto. Hopefully we have given you a better idea why making a pond is such a great idea. But don’t worry if 
you don’t have space for a pond, just contact your local nature reserve or park, and see if they have any on-going pond 
projects. Or even organise a pond creation project of your own. Just remember to have fun!

1. Myriophyllum aquaticum. 2. Crassula 
helmsii. 3. Ludwigia grandiflora. 4. Azolia  
filiculoides  
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